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BOARD CHAIR’S REPORT

2016 felt stressful and tumultuous for many people, due to a contentious presidential 
campaign.  Some found themselves seeking a refuge from the constant barrage of controversy 
and conflict.  If you are one, may I suggest this closer look at the past year of the Richfield 
Foundation – your very own local, feel-good antidote to the stress of discordant national 
politics.

It was a stable, positive year for the Foundation.  We provided more grants (17) than in any 
recent year – a reflection of the quality and quantity of the applications we received, which 
itself reflects a growing awareness of the Foundation and its priorities.  It was also a reflection 
of the fact that our endowment is a little larger, and our wine event successful for the fourth 
straight year.  Details of this and more are included in this report.  

And while the dynamics of national politics are often experienced via the distant news media 
or divisive social media, the Richfield Foundation does its work when people came together 
face-to-face.  We met in Board meetings, went door-to-door to businesses seeking sponsors, 
reached out to neighbors at PennFest, and raised toasts at the wine event.  

In this very grassroots, personal style, we relied completely on volunteers, donors, and others 
to make our work possible.  Of the many who contributed in 2016, I’d like to highlight a few:

Two local businesses provided the single highest donations we received in 2016.  The support 
of Richfield Bloomington Honda, Tim Carter, General Manager has been both generous and 
consistent for many years.  And last year the new Giardano’s Pizza restaurant in our 
community provided support at the same level by directing some of the revenue from their 
opening to the Foundation. 

David J. Brown, LLC, Certified Public Accountant has served faithfully on our Board of 
Trustees for many years, and provides the Foundation with his office’s services free of charge 
on a variety of activities. 

The City of Richfield allowed use of meeting space in City Hall, and the Municipal Liquor 
Stores have been an invaluable partner for the Wine and Cheese Gathering.

While Mayor of Richfield, and even before, newly-elected Hennepin County Commissioner 
Debbie Goettel has been a major force behind the Foundation’s resurgence in recent years.  
No longer a “permanent member” of the Board, she has agreed to stay on the Foundation’s 
Board; her transition to higher office provides a good moment to thank her for all she has 
done so far.

In the 22+ years I’ve made Richfield home, one of the things I’ve liked best is that big city 
opportunities are close at hand, but you can avoid that big city feeling of being overwhelmed 
and helpless.  In our city, you can get involved – in the schools, in city government, in civic 
organizations -- and see the difference you make.  Many people got involved in the Foundation 
in 2016 – as Board members, as volunteers, as donors or sponsors.  This report gives you a 
quick glimpse of the difference we made together.  For all you do – for the Foundation and for 
other good work in Richfield – thank you.  

Scott Hvizdos,

Chair
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GRANTS COMMITTEE REPORT

The Grant’s Committee received 25 requests for funding in 2016 including 2 for our 
“Great Idea” Matching Grants program in the summer months and 23 requests for our 
Major Grants in the fall.  The Richfield Foundation Board was able to award grants to 17 
of the agencies. 

The Great Idea Matching Grants requests are solicited by the Foundation Board and 
collected by the Chair of the Grants Committee from March through August 2016 and 
distributed to the Grants Committee for approval.  The Grants Committee has 
autonomous approval authority sanctioned by the Foundation Board to make these 
small, matching grants. The Foundation Board sets a total dollar limit on all Great Idea 
Matching grants and the committee must stay within that limit for their awards.

During September and October 2016, the Foundation Board solicited major grant 
requests through mailings and the web site. The Chair of the Grants Committee 
collected and submitted them to the Foundation Board members for their review.  In 
November 2016, the Foundation Board members gathered to discuss and ultimately 
vote on the merits of each proposal. This process was led by an impartial Richfield 
resident who is not a voting member of the Richfield Foundation. The checks were 
dispersed at a Richfield City Council Meeting in early December 2016. 

The following is a list of grants awarded in 2016.  The total amount awarded was 
$19,730.  $1250 was awarded for the Matching-grants in the summer and $18,480 for 
the major Grants.

Respectively Submitted, 

Susan Rosenberg 

Chair, Grants Committee

Richfield Foundation
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2016 GRANTS AWARDED 
Summer 2016 Matching-Grants
Richfield Senior High Graduation Party, Richfield M: Annual all-night party planned by parent 
group of the graduating Richfield High School Senior class.

Amount granted: $750

Richfield Girls Fast pitch Association, Richfield, MN: Funds provided resources for the 
scholarship program:

Amount Granted: $500

Fall 2016 Grant Program
Central Education Center – Richfield Community Education: Youth: Program for after school 
enrichment activities such karate, drawing, drama, cooking. The funds will provide 
scholarships for youth who otherwise could not take part due to financial restrictions.

Amount Granted: $1,500

Cornerstone - School Based Services: Facilitation of K-12 primary prevention classroom 
presentations on topics such as teen dating violence, bullying, harassment, anger awareness, 
healthy relationships.  The funds will provide staffing for facilitation and one-on one meetings 
with at risk students (both victim and perpetrator)

Amount Granted: $1,500

Loaves and Fishes – Loaves and Fishes Meal Program: L&F provides free, nutritious meals to 
those who cannot meet their daily food needs.  There are two dining sites in Richfield: Hope 
Church and Woodlake Lutheran Church.  The funds will be used at these two sites

Amount Granted: $1,500

Meals on Wheels – Richfield Meals on Wheels: Provides low-cost nutritious meals to Richfield 
Residents who are unable to prepare meals on their own which allows the person to stay in 
their home longer. The funds will be used as general operations in order to keep the meals 
affordable.

Amount Granted: $1,000
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Modulo de Información, Recursos y Apoy (MIRA) Richfield, MN: Connected for a Strong 
Community and Successful Children:  MIRA recognized a disparity between the Latino 
Family’s knowledge of technology & access to it and the school’s increasing need to 
communicate with their families.  The funds will be used to hire a coordinator to prepare 
curriculum, establish partnerships with RHS, Normandale to assure a stable flow of 
volunteers.

Amount Granted: $1,500

Oasis for Youth, Bloomington, MN:  Community Based Outreach:  Oasis seeks to reach 
youth as soon as possible when they are at risk for being homeless.  The funds will be used 
for critical supplies needed to support youth contacted in the community

Amount Granted: $1,000

Open Streets at Penn Fest: Penn Fest is a community building event designed to bring 
people of all generations and cultures together.  The funds would be used to hire ethnic 
dance groups to introduce diversity.

Amount Granted: $750

People with Capes: Kids at Home – Parent Share – Positive Parenting: Provide parent 
education, child/teen and parent communication skills and child/teen and parent social skills 
training. The funds will be used to offset fees paid to professionals who provide this training 
in both English and Spanish

Amount Granted: $1,500

Richfield Fourth of July Celebrations, Richfield, MN:   The funds will be used for general 
operations. Since 1980, the mission of the 4th of July committee is to advance and promote 
the observance of Independence Day in the City of Richfield. 

Amount Granted: $1,500

Richfield ELC Funds: Richfield Eagle Bluff Trip: Richfield 6th graders travel to Lanesboro, 
MN for four days of learning about environment, teamwork, and participating in challenging 
activities. The funds will be used for partial scholarships to defray expenses for students in 
economic hardships

Amount Granted: $1,500
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Richfield Police Multicultural Committee – Richfield Unity in the Community: Members of 
the community come together at Veteran’s park to celebrate a diverse heritage.  Funds will 
be used for event expenses including food, small stipend for performers and chair rental.

Amount Granted: $1,500

Richfield Ready, Richfield, MN:  Richfield Ready provides activities for youth to connect them 
to the community and provide scholarships for the activities to needy youth. The funds will 
be used for scholarships.

Amount Granted: $1,500

Seven Hills Preparatory Academy: Seven Hills PTA Anti-Bullying Campaign: This program 
will help students in grades 1-3 learn about bullying prevention, how to respond and how 
they can help. The funds will be used to partner with PACER center to bring in their 
presentation on bullying.

Amount Granted: $786

VEAP, Bloomington MN:   Student Hunger Collaborative:  The program provides food packs 
to needy students at Richfield’s Centennial Elementary so they will have food for the week-
end. VEAP estimates that they would provide 3,600 bags of food serving 440 students.  

Amount Granted: $1,500

Woodlake Nature Center, Richfield, MN: FOWL Children’s Vegetable Garden: So many 
children in Richfield are unaware of where their food comes from.  Woodlake will establish a 
vegetable garden in which youth learn about healthy foods. The funds would be used to 
purchase supplies to install raised gardens.

Amount Granted: $750

WWW.RICHFIELDFOUNDATIONMN.ORG



WINE AND CHEESE EVENT

In 2016, the Richfield Foundation hosted the 4th annual Wine and Cheese Tasting.   The 
event took place in the rotunda at the Woodlake Centre Building located at 6601 Lyndale
Ave.  This event is a highlight fundraising event for the Foundation and has become a 
beloved event for many of the attendees.

Participants were able to taste over 140 wines from 20 different vendors while enjoying 
some delicious appetizers.  This year the Richfield Lund’s store donated all the artesian 
chees trays for the event, which turned out to be a hit. At the end of the evening, all 
attendees enjoyed hand crafted ice cream provided by Cranky’s Ice Cream. 

Entertainment for the event was provided by Denise Boczek from Harp by Denise. Her 
melodic tunes made the event even more special.  
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
The Richfield Foundation funds are secured in several accounts through BMO Harris 
Bank.  Cash deposits are in a checking account and the endowment fund is administered 
by the BMO Harris financial advisors. In addition, the Richfield Foundation made the 
decision to invest in a new community resource in 2014; the Lake Winds Food 
Cooperative.

The Richfield Foundation is supported in a variety of ways: Monetary donations by 
individuals and businesses, special fund raising events administrative revenue from 
services as a fiscal sponsor and in-kind contributions.  Additional investment revenue is 
generated for the endowment fund and the Lakewinds investment.

Dedicated Funds

The Richfield Foundation acts in a fiduciary capacity as fiscal sponsor for the Wood Lake 
Nature Center’s donations and grants.  

2016 Revenue

Monetary donations                                               $    6,191

Special events $  12,785

Fiscal sponsor $    2,500

Total Revenue $  21,476

2016 Foundation Assets 12/31/2016

BMO Harris Checking Account $  26,500 

BMO Harris Money Market Savings Account            $     7,667 

BMO Harris Investment Fund                                   $ 200,522

Lakewinds Investment                                             $   10,000

Total Assets $ 234,689

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Schneeberger, Treasurer

Richfield Foundation
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MARKETING COMMITTEE REPORT

New Logo

In 2016, the foundation started on an exciting project to update the logo. Over the 
course of several months, we worked with a designer to brainstorm ideas. The new 
logo focuses on community and the foundation our organization brings to Richfield. 
Watch for the logo on marketing pieces in 2017!

Updated Website

The foundation’s website was also updated to align with the new logo. The design 
highlights our grant application process and previous grant recipients. 

Facebook Activity

We continue to use Facebook as a tool to connect with Richfield residents by 
sharing photos from the Wine & Cheese Gathering, announcements on grant 
applications and information on happenings around town. We added 54 new 
followers in 2016 and posts on the page averaged a reach of 200 to 600 people.

Give to the Max Day

On November 11, 2016 the foundation participated in Minnesota’s Give to the Max 
Day and received a number of donations.

Community Events

The foundation had a booth at Open Streets at Penn Fest and joined the Richfield 
Farmer’s Market one Saturday. Both events were excellent opportunities to 
promote the annual Wine & Cheese Gathering.
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2016 FINANCIAL DONORS 
Susan Rosenberg Steve Quam

Cathy and Jeff Bender David Pamieri

Scott Hvizdos Steve Schneeberger

Martin Kirsch Target Corporation

Giordono’s Pizza Lunds Trust
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2016 SPONSORS
Cornerstone Group BMO Harris

Timely Choices Richfield Medical Group

Jeffrey O’Neill Dentistry DQ

Adler Graduate School TCF

Merrill Lynch Trautmann Law

Steve Schneeberger Concierge Apartments

Maser Amundson Boggio Hendricks Richfield Bloomington Honda

Comcast Excel Energy

Richfield Mitsubishi Richfield Dentistry

Jed Mahonis Barrett Lawn Care

David Brown Lunds

Woodlake Center Cranky’s Ice Cream

2016 IN KIND DONORS



2016 BOARD MEMBERS
Chair
Scott Hvizdos

Vice-Chair/Nominating Committee Chair
Lynnette Chambers

Secretary
Rose Jost

Treasurer/Finance Committee Chair
Steve Schneeberger

Marketing Committee Chair
Claire Gahler

Grants Committee Chair
Susan Rosenberg

Events Task Force Chair
Debbie Goettel

Board of Directors
Cathy Bender
David Brown
Steve Devich
Isela Xitlali Gómez
Joan Kraft
Omar McMillan
Mary Olafson
Susan Rosenberg
Simon Trautmann
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