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Executive Summary 
 

2105 marked another year of slow and steady growth for 
the Richfield Foundation.  Our endowment is a little larger, 
and along with that comes the happy news that we were 
able to give a little more in grants than the previous year – 
now nearly $200,000 distributed through the Foundation’s 
history.  We held our third annual wine and cheese event, 
and it was another strong success. 
 
A simple, successful year can’t be taken for granted.  Not 
too long ago, the Foundation’s Board had dwindled to a 
handful of members, and the Foundation undertook few 
activities.  Such is often the fate of a small, all-volunteer group.  But thanks to the hard 
work and leadership of the members who were involved at that time, we have enjoyed the 
fruits of several years of consistent growth.  
 
Some members who helped build that base have decided to step down from the Board, and 
so it’s a good time to honor the accomplishments they made possible.   Steve Quam is a 
former Foundation Chair who recruited many current Board members and often took on 
thankless tasks required to make the organization work well behind the scenes.  Gordon 
Hanson is one of the longest-serving Board members, and used his knowledge of the 
Foundation’s history well – telling the story by chairing the Marketing Committee for 
several years, and promoting the Foundation online and through local media.  Jeff Bender’s 
initiative and leadership, particularly on the Marketing Committee, made the Foundation 
more visible, through physical presence at events and virtual presence on social media.  
 
Other highlights of the past year included: expanding our new “Great Ideas” grantmaking, 
designed to support grassroots groups in Richfield; hosting Susan Russell Freeman at our 
annual meeting, reflecting on her decades of leadership at VEAP; and the opportunity to 
highlight the work of our grantees at a City Council meeting in December.   The Finance 
Committee, led by Rose Jost, also took some steps to revise our financial arrangements to 
make the Foundation a better steward of the endowment. 
  
If you’re reading this, you probably played some part in making 2015 a successful year, or 
perhaps you are looking for a way to support your hometown Foundation.  Thank you.  
Through good times and bad, the Foundation is always a reflection of the energy that 
community members put into it, working to promote the mission of “Successful Kids, 
Secure Families, and Strong Community.”  
 

Scott Hvizdos, 
Chair  
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Thank You  
 

As we prepare for the next year of growth – slow and steady, or something faster – we 
recognize that all of it is only possible through the support of community-minded people 
like you.  We offer special thanks to the following who did so much in 2015:  

 

Richfield Bloomington Honda, Tim Carter, General Manager.  For the fourth consecutive year, 
Richfield Bloomington Honda was the leading financial contributor to the Richfield Foundation.  
Their support is one of the leading reasons the Foundation has experienced a period of 
consistent growth and expanded activities.    

David J. Brown, LLC, Certified Public Accountant.  David has served faithfully on our Board of 
Trustees for many years, and provides the Foundation with his office’s services free of charge on 
a variety of activities – from routine items like the Foundation’s taxes to advising the above-
mentioned changes in our financial arrangements.  

The Law Firm of Dorsey & Whitney. Kim Severson, the Foundation’s pro bono attorney, 
generously provides legal services to the foundation, enabling us to manage and undertake 
fiscal sponsorships and shape the appropriate administrative structure of the Foundation and its 
board.   

The City of Richfield.  The City allowed use of meeting space in City Hall and provided invaluable 
support from the Liquor Stores; the Wine and Cheese Gathering fundraiser could not be 
successful without this help. 

Please take a moment to review the additional details in this year’s report – the generous 
donors who are continuing a tradition of giving in our community, the good work of more than a 
dozen organizations we supported – and the officers, committee members and Board members 
who give of their time to make it possible for us to continue this work for more than 26 years. 
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Grants Committee Report 
The Grants Committee received 26 requests for funding in 2015 including 2 for our “Great Idea” 

matching grants program in the summer months and 24 requests for our major grants in the 

fall.  The Richfield Foundation Board was able to award grants to 15 of the agencies. Most of the 

grants awarded were for the full amount of the agencies’ requests.   

 

The Great Idea matching grants requests are solicited by the Foundation Board and collected by 

the Chair of the Grants Committee from March through August 2015 and distributed to the 

Grants Committee for approval.  The Grants Committee has autonomous approval authority 

sanctioned by the Foundation Board to make these small, matching grants. The Foundation 

Board sets a total dollar limit on all Great Idea matching grants and the committee must stay 

within that limit for their awards. 

 

During September and October 2015, the Foundation Board solicited major grant requests 

through mailings and the web site. The Chair of the Grants Committee collected and submitted 

them to the Foundation Board members for their review.  In November 2015, the Foundation 

Board members gathered to discuss and ultimately vote on the merits of each proposal. This 

process was led by an impartial Richfield resident who is not a voting member of the Richfield 

Foundation. The checks were dispersed at a Richfield City Council Meeting in early December 

2015; see photo of board members and grantees below.  

 

The following is a list of grants awarded in 2015.  The total amount awarded was $19,425. $945 

was awarded for the matching grants in the summer and $18,480 for the major grants. 

 

Respectively Submitted,  

Susan Rosenberg, Grants Committee Chair 

Richfield Foundation 
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2015 Grants  
 

Summer 2015 Matching-Grants 

 

Sheridan Hills Elementary School, Richfield MN - Future Problem Solvers.  This funding provided 

tuition and expenses to send one student to a national event. Amount Granted: $495 

 

Richfield Girls Fast Pitch Association, Richfield, MN - Funds provided resources for the 

scholarship program: Amount Granted: $450 

 

Fall 2015 Grant Program 

 

Advocates for Intentional Living, Richfield, MN - Program: Parent Share.  PARENT SHARE will 

provide supports for participating parents and their children.  The funds will be used to hire 

people to provide childcare and homework help for the children while parents attend parenting 

support group.  Amount Granted: $2,000 

 

Girls Scouts of MN &WI River Valleys - Funds would be used to insure that all girls in Richfield 

have the opportunities they need to build skills for a bright future through Girl Scouting. Amount 

Granted: $1,000  

Modulo de Información, Recursos y Apoy (MIRA) Richfield, MN - Funds will be used to maintain 

and expand current programming for Latino families in Richfield.  Amount Granted: $2,000  

Oasis for Youth, Bloomington, MN - The funds will be used to add a new position to connect with 
homeless youth as soon as possible and provide supportive services to prevent homelessness 
and/or reduce the number of days a youth is homeless.   Amount Granted: $1,000 
 
Richfield Boys Basketball Association. Richfield, MN - Provide open gym time to Richfield High 
School Students to enjoy playing basketball with adult supervision at no cost to the students.  
Amount Granted: $930 

 

Richfield Fourth of July Celebrations, Richfield, MN -  The funds will be used for general 

operations. Since 1980, the mission of the 4th of July committee is to advance and promote the 

observance of Independence Day in the City of Richfield.  Amount Granted: $2,000 

   

Richfield Meals on Wheels, Richfield, MN - The funds will be used for General Operations so as 

to keep meals affordable for Richfield residents. Amount Granted: $1,000 

Richfield Ready, Richfield, MN - The funds will to be used for General Operations. The purpose 

is to provide activities for youth to connect them to the community and provide scholarships for 

the activities to needy youth. Amount Granted: $1,500 



 

Page | 6  
 

THE RICHFIELD FOUNDATION 2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

Richfield Schools, Dual Language School, Richfield, MN - The funds will be used to provide a 

stipend for an Amity Institute Intern.  This intern will work alongside dual language teachers to 

provide an enriched learning experience for students. Amount Granted: $2,000 

Richfield Schools, STEM School PTA, Richfield, MN - The funds, requested by the School’s PTA, 

will be used to fund a needed water pump in the school’s Learning Garden’s water feature. 

Amount Granted: $800 

Senior Community Services, Richfield MN - The funds will be used for the HOME Services 

program which will help Richfield residents age 60+ stay in their homes. Amount Granted: $750 

VEAP, Bloomington MN - The funds will be used for Student Hunger Collaborative which 

provides food packs to needy students at Richfield’s Centennial Elementary so they will have 

food for the week-end. VEAP estimates that they would provide 3,600 bags of food serving 440 

students.  Amount Granted: $1,500   

Woodlake Nature Center, Richfield, MN - The funds would establish a Pollinator Peace Garden 

which would create a pollinator safe environment and a place of learning to make yards and 

gardens more pollinator friendly. Amount Granted: $2,000 

Events Committee 
Wine and Cheese Tasting 

In 2015, the Richfield Foundation hosted the 3rd annual Wine and Cheese Tasting on October 

8th.  The event took place that the newly remodeled rotunda Woodlake Centre Building located 

at 6601 Lyndale Ave.  The newly remodeled venue has a large amount of comfortable seating, so 

this year participants not only attended the event, but stayed well after the event and made a 

night of it.   

Participants were able to 

taste over 140 wines from 20 

different vendors while 

enjoying some delicious 

appetizers. Entertainment for 

the event was provided by 

Denise Boczek from Harp By 

Denise. Her melodic tunes 

made the event even more 

special.  This Wine and 

Cheese Tasting is not only a 

popular fundraiser, but a 

special night for all who attend. 
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Finance Committee Report 
The Richfield Foundation funds are secured in several accounts through BMO Harris Bank.  Cash 

deposits are in a checking account and the endowment fund is administered by the BMO Harris 

financial advisors. In addition, the Richfield Foundation made the decision to invest in a new 

community resource in 2014; the Lake Winds Food Cooperative. 

The Richfield Foundation is supported in a variety of ways: Monetary donations by individuals 

and businesses, special fund raising events administrative revenue from services as a fiscal 

sponsor and in-kind contributions.  Additional investment revenue is generated for the 

endowment fund and the Lakewinds investment. 

Dedicated Funds 

The Richfield Foundation acts in a fiduciary capacity as fiscal sponsor for the Wood Lake Nature 

Center’s donations and grants.  In 2015, $470 was received on behalf of the Nature Center.  

2015 Revenue 

Monetary donations                                                    $  2,613.00 

Special events           $11,719.16 

Fiscal sponsor           $     475.00  

In kind contributions                                                    $     950.00 

Total Revenue           $15,757.16 

2015 Foundation Assets 12/31/2015 

BMO Harris Checking Account                            $  27,748.34                     

BMO Harris Money Market Savings Account            $     7.838.70 

BMO Harris Investment Fund                                       $191,343.28 

Lakewinds Investment                                                   $  10,000.00 

Total Assets              $236,930.32  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Schneeberger, Treasurer 
Richfield Foundation 
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Marketing Committee Report 

The Richfield Foundation Marketing Committee contributed to various promotional and 
branding initiatives throughout the year. These efforts involved both continuation of existing 
programs and launching new programs. The Marketing Committee would like to thank all board 
members for their efforts in supporting the Richfield Foundation's marketing efforts. 
 
Marketing highlights in 2015 include: Great Ideas Grant program - The Marketing Committee 
coordinated efforts with the Grant Committee to develop a branding image for the test grant 
program previously known as mini grants. The name Great Ideas Grant was chosen to represent 
how this program can help nurture the development of innovative ideas originating within the 
community. 
 
Social Media Activity - Engagement on social media account witnessed an increased number of 
followers over the course of the year. 
 
Media Engagement - Working with the local editor, the Marketing Committee was successful in 
getting articles in the Richfield Sun Current newspaper about the Great Ideas Grant program, 
annual meeting and annual grant awards. 
 
Participation in Open Streets at Penn Fest - The Richfield Foundation was again represented at 
Open Streets at Penn Fest, an outdoor community festival held in September. A committee 
organized a booth and promoted the foundation's wine and cheese fundraiser. 
 
Wine and Cheese Gathering - The Marketing Committee helped promote this annual 
fundraising event. Support included website updates, social media posts and creation of an 
online ticketing page on Eventbrite. 
 
Give to the Max Day Campaign ‐ The Richfield Foundation once again participated in the annual 
Give to the Max campaign, with a number of online donations made by a growing number of 
supporters. 
 
Dedicated Fundraising Page ‐ The Marketing Committee developed a dedicated fundraising 
page on the Richfield Foundation's GiveMN online donation page for Wood Lake Nature Center, 
which raised funds for a new garden being planned at the nature center. The garden is to be 
named the Pollinator Peace Garden.  
 
Report Submitted by Gordon Hanson  
Chair, Marketing Committee  
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2015 Donors 

Cynthia and Frank Veldey 
Ginger Bailey 
Jeff and Catherine Bender 
Kristin Asher 
Scott and Doris Swanson 
Julie Urban Johan Christopherson 
Paul Lee Deborah Guiher 
Scott Hvizdos 
Rose Jost 
Claire Gahler 
Bruce and Deborah Marcus 

 

Deborah Erickson 
Michael and Sheri Dobesh 
Pamela Dmytrenko 
Lynnette Chambers 
Martin Kirsch 
Patricia Pixler 
Steve Schneeberger 
Steven Quam 
David Brown 

  Joan Kraft 
  Maureen Scaglia 

  
  

2015 Sponsors 

Barrett Lawn Care 

Richfield Mitsubishi 

Von Hanson's Meats 

Dairy Queen 

Steve Schneeberger 

Pat Elliot 

Epica Print, signs 

Richfield Bloomington Honda 
Wold Architects & Engineers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Trauttman Law  

Minnesota School of Business 

Adler Graduate School 

Richfield Dentistry 

Xcel Energy 

Bart McNabb 

Planned Parenthood 

TCF 

Larson and Larson 
 

 

 

 


